Our Story

We want to share the spectacular-year-round skies
above Unst with everyone. From the epic Northern
Lights in the winter months to the vast expanse of the
] i summer skies when the sun barely sets, it's alwaysa
WILD SKIES treat to turn your gaze upwards in Unst!

SHiE RSN The Sky Trail was created by Wild Skies Shetland, a
regisiered charity run by community volunteers who are
passionate about the natural wonders of Unst.

! - The Sky Trail can be explo'red_
Explore U nSt \ day or night, at any time of year

on the
- Sky Trail

Your gquide to the . A\
beautiful island of Unst ' '

enough to spot the Northern i
lity Experience. This :
Heritage Centre from

DONATIONS
If you would like to help by making a donation, please
visit our website: wildskiesshetland.com

Aurora at the Skidbladner Viking longship replica, Haroldswick. All photos by Robbie Brookes.
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SKY STOPS 1
There are 13 stops wit
poems and information. Ea
has a panel with a QR code wt
- information on our website. Some
"‘ening post and a bench.

Baltasound in the snow.
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Northern Sky Trail UNST HERITAGE CENTRE O

rave.booklet.caressed

c SKY STOP EiEE
Cliffs

Return along the road until you come to a left turn

Main road Loch VIKING HAROLDSWICK © signposted to the Heritage Centre, which is the first
Minor road : R building on the left. The Sky Stop panel is in the car park.
---- :‘:\flfl';;‘g' Natd“'e Reserve Starting at the Skidbladner Viking boat and longhouse
PRhEkny in Haroldswick, you will pass the Sky Stop panel as you SAXA VORD O
walk from the car park to the longhouse. petrified.expand.rainbow -
Turn left out of the Heritage Centre car park and 3
HERMANESS NATURE RESERVE © follow the road for 0.6 miles; then turn left =
stones.decrease.hazy signposted Housi Field.
On leaving the Viking site, turn right out of the car * —
park and follow the signs to Burrafirth/Hermaness. Follow the road for 2.2 miles, straight on, up the hill —
. - (Saxa Vord) to just below the radar dome. The Sky b

Follow this road until it ends at Hermaness car park. Stop bench there will play you a harp tune and tell -

The Sky Stop panel and listening post are on the side you about the northern lights. —

W h O t 3WO rd S Download the app of the visitors® centre, next to the bird silhouettes. Please note that the audio is only available
_ for map locations seasonally to prevent weather damage. ~—
- —-s R e —

- Tl

latest.motoredvoices POINT OF INTEREST
KEEN OF HAMAR NATURE RESERVE is

POINT OF INTEREST (7 stones.decrease.hazy
HERMANESS NATIONAL NATURE RESERVE is a spectacular

cliff-top haven for thousands of seabirds, with beautiful views of ! ' home to rare plants that have adapted to
Muckle Flugga Lighthouse - Britain's northernmost building. e | SAXA survive on the unusual serpentine rock.
———— | ) | | VORD -
= A c Lambaness = ———

3 s HALLIGARTH
Cent ral S ky Tra I I ‘~ . ERMANES‘S reactiszs.bliss.homecare
KEEN OF HAMAR © ' NNR ,° From the Keen of Hamar car park, head back
poets.jabs.truly ' . . y towards Baltasound. When you see the
From Baltasound's Keen of Hamar car park, Sal Burrafirth woods on your left take the next left turn
enjoy a leisurely 20-minute walk to the hill's ST (after 1. mlleds, 11 5|gtnp$hst!) 'nt?l ?\ WSy
summit and cross the stile in the fence UNST Haroldswick narrow road oppos| esig%S:TAgranoguj'e.

which is parallel to the sea. Relax on the HERITAGE : : .
Sky Stop bench, listening to the soothing CENTRE 0 Unst Boat Haven Halligarth Sky Stop is O.1 miles down
melodies of traditional fiddle tunes and this narrow road on the left, just
information on the changing timings of sunrise c through the gate.
and sunset throughout the seasons. VIKING © HOULLAND

HAROLDSWICK :
HOULLAND cabbages.imply.cookbooks
SWINNA NESS © Continue along the narrow Halligarth
wedding.vase.surveyors 0 KEEN OF HAMAR road as it turns a corner.
Walk down the other side of the hill until you : . . :

(NATURE RESERVE) At the first T-junction, turn right, and then left at

reach its furthest point, close to the island of Balta. the next T-junction, signposted Baliasta.

Lt HALLIGARTH 0 Hamar Drive straight on for 0.9 miles, do not turn left

Leisure towards Belmont ferry.

Turn right along the coast to find a Sky Stop e

and bench at Swinna Ness, where you can immerse

SWINNA NESS
yourself in captivating Shetland poems and music. Baltasound

Shortly past the health centre turn right,

signposted Baliasta/Houlland. Follow this road for

. 0.6 miles, and then turn left at the T-junction shortly
Return up and over the hill to the car park. after the ruined church and cemetery.

(Complete walk is approx. 90 mins) Follow the road for 0.6 mile up the hill, and park

COLLASTER where the tarmac ends. The Sky Stop panel is on

the signpost, which also has information about a
U n St delightful walk to Woodwick.
POINT OF INTEREST .
s ; Westing
political.outpost.outlined .
LUND CHURCH (AND BEACH) South East Sky Trail
Also known as St Olaf's Chapel, is a
ruined medieval kirk and graveyard Li':;fdsra(r?qe el
set near the sang’-c{unes of and 0 Starting %rom t'he Belmont ferry terminal continue
Beach. It was built in the Celtic style, LUND north along the main road (A968) from Belmont and
and dates back to the twelfth century. FRAMGORD 0 after 2.1 miles take the 2nd right turn, signposted
Itisa peacefu{ spot, with a fine sandy , Uyeasound/Glansin Glass.
beach stretching away to the east. SandiWick Follow the road to the T- junction on the coast,
turn left and follow signs to Muness. Keep straight
Uyeasound on after the cattle grid.
BELMONT 1.3 miles past the grid you pass Muness Castle on
0 P ‘ MUNESS your right (explore the ruins and their fascinating
‘ CASTLE history including a wicked laird).
i Continue to the end of the road where you can
SOUth WeSt S ky Tra II park. The Sky Stop is on the signpost to Ham Beach.
BELMONT O > FRAMGORD ©
blanking.bundles.pairings COLLASTER © - maternal.purchaser.strange
Discover Unst's first Sky Stop, just O.1 miles after the berated.denote.limits - Retrace your steps and just before the cattle grid
Belmont ferry terminal. Retrace your route and at the T-junction turn left turn right, signposted Hannigarth/Framgord/Easting.
towards Westing. After 1.4 miles turn right, signposted ) )
Located at the left layby next to the large map, Newgord. Follow this road to its end (0.7 miles). Follow the road for 1 mile until the end and park.

Walk along the beautiful Sandwick beach and climb
over the stile at the end of the beach. Follow the coast
south and pass the walled cemetery on your left.
Climb another stile, over a large wall, and continue

this panel showcases the connection between
the moon and the tides, inspired by Bluemull
Sound's tidal turbines.

Park your vehicle and follow the track on foot when the
tarmac ends. After a 2 minute stroll, you'll find the Sky
Stop panel to the right of the gate across this track.

LUND © Continue through the gate to the ruins of Collaster to follow the coast. In about 10 minutes you will see
trainertwirls.tradition for beautiful views. The night skies are exceptionally a bench and a talking post which will play music and
Follow the main road northward for 2.4 miles, then dark. Viking tales.

take the first left turn (marked Westing).

After 0.6 miles turn left towards Lund. In just 0.8 neat.pushoverworker
miles, you'll find the Sky Stop panel on the wall of POINT OF INTEREST [ P

a grand ruined house on your left. Marvel at the MUNESS CASTLE is Britain’s northernmost castle and a splendid example of tower house architecture of the
sturg.mntg. daé't”ﬂe l\(/}ews or visit at night for late 1500s. It was home to Laurence Bruce, a prominent but divisive figure in Shetland’s history. Explore the
captivating dark sKies. ruins, capture a glimpse of its former grandeur and enjoy the beautiful views.



